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Dear Family and Friends of St. John of the Cross,

Here we are in the midst of our Lenten journey for 2010. How are you doing? Are you taking time to pray, fz
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Lent is an invitation to stop our human routines and reshuffle our priorities. What might help is to take time t
slow down and just be still. This month | will keep my words to a minimum so | can share with you the
thoughts of fellow parishioner Jon Smoker. His poem below provides us with the pause and reflection we ne
to prepare for Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Holy Week, the most sacred time of the year.

Breathe deep, rest and read on. Pastor Corinne+

In the Hour of Deepest Need, Alone
As He walked through the dusty streets,
Something special glowed from Him.

No interest in the material,

Not even food,

Piercing always to the heart of the matter.

No victim of mere desire.
No believer in opinion.

There were miracles;

His humanity wanted to make it easy
For everyone to believe.

He broke them more food and drink
When they needed a broken martyr.

In His hour of deepest need,

No one would follow

To partake of the divine sorrow.

It was then, in the most profound pain,
That He realized as God

He was completely alone.

It was then He knew

That if no man could share this moment,
No man could save himself.

He would have to carry

The weight of the world

On His shoulders;

Feel it breaking them apart.

No bystanders would help with this burden.

They would all just be watching,
Awestruck of their sin.
By Jon Smoker

FOOD PANTRY AND DONUT SUNDAY

Can we have donuts during Lent? The answer is both,
yes and no, depends on you. The more observant
Christians will fast the entire time of Lent, from Ash
Wednesday through Maundy Thursday. Less strict
Christians will take Sundays during Lent off, celebrat-
ing them as minEasters. So yes, we will have donuts
on Donut and Food Pantry Sunday, March 7, but you
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food donations in the red wagon!
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CELEBRATION

A special Holy Eucharist and Reception celebrating
the 10"l Yy A GSNELF NE 2F . A&aK2LJ
will be held Friday, March 5 at 7 p.m. at The Cathedral
of St. James, 117 N. Lafayette Blvd., South Bend.
Please RSVP to the Cathedral Office at
stiames@michiana.orgr call 574/2324837.
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LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS, SERVICES & DISCUSSIONS

On Wednesdays during Lent, we share a simple supper of soup, bread and salad, followed by a reflective sen
or discussion. Our discussions focus on the spiritual practices Jesus expected his followers to engage in. Se
schedule for Lenten Wednesdays below.

For supper, two kinds of soup will be offered each week. Grace will be said by 6:30 p.m. so we can begin dinr
on time. At 7 p.m. we will start our service or Lenten program, which will conclude at 8 p.m. If you are able to
be at church between 6 and 6:15 p.m. to set up and bring a soup, bread or salad, please sign up in the parish

March 3 6:30 p.m. Soup; 7 p.m. Stations of the Cross

March 10  6:30 p.m. Soup; 7 p.m. Reflection on the spiritual discipline of fasting

March 17  6:30 p.m. Soup; 7 p.m. Taizé

March 24  6:30 p.m. Soup; 7 p.m. Reflection on the spiritual discipline of almsgiving or works of charity

YOU OUGHT TO BE IN PICTURES!

In order that we can get to know everyone in our parish family, we have started a St. John of the Cross picture
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take long, promise! Help us build up our parish.

ANOTHER BABY STREIB!

Congratulations to Mandy and Matt Streib on the new addition to their family! Their baby son Kiel Patrick was
born on February 10 and he weighed in at 6 Ibs 13 0z. Both mother and son are home and doing well.

MARCH FRIENDSHIP LUNCHEON

The next Mary Collister Friendship Luncheon will be held Thursday, March 25 at noon. Everyone is welcome,
bring a dish to share.

INTERESTED IN BAPTISM FOR YOU OR YOUR CHILD?
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November 7.

MARCH THANK YOUS
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bringing our parish family and friends together.

To our Ash Wednesday Taizé ensemble: Skip Barnett, Mary Ann Bean, Joanna Dixon and Terry Scott. Thank
for setting the tone for such a meaningful day and season. We are blessed to have you!

LOST & FOUND
If you have lost a ring downstairs in the Sunday School rooms, please see Pastor Corinne.
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SAVETHEDATES
ENTERING HOLY WEEK 2010

We are fast approaching the most holy week of the year. We will once again remember the last days of
WS&adzaQ tAFTS YR SYyR gA0GK GKS D22R bSga 2F KAa 3Af
place at our church:

Palm Sunday, March 28 At the 10 a.m. service, bring your noisemak#ssi the procession around the
OKdzNOK 6¢SFGKSNI LISNY¥AGOAY IO & 6S o6+ @S 2dzNJ LI f Ya
triumphant entry into Jerusalem at the Liturgy of the Palms. During Sunday School, Cindy Dixon will work
with the children to decorate Easter eggs and make cards. These will be placed in Easter baskets that will b
delivered to parishioners who are homebound.

Maundy Thursday, April  Agape Dinner at 6:30 p.mWhat might the Last Supper have been like? How
would it be to celebrate Communion around a dining table? Look for details of this communal meal in the
weekly bulletins on Sundays. There will be a signup in the parish hall so we know approximately how many
people will be attending. After the meal we will strip the altar and begin our Silent Watch or Vigil at the Altar
of Repose in the parish hall. Parishioners may wait in prayer fehomeincrements from 8 p.m. until
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provide security, see the sheets in the parish hall.

Good Friday, April2t 2 R @ ¢S NBTE SOG 2y GKS RIFIe 2F WSadzaQ K
Noon and Reconciliation (private Confession) will be available from 1 to 3 p.m. A solemn Good Friday servic
where we enter and exit the church in silence will begin at 7 p.m. The Passion Gospel according to John wil
be read. There will be prayers and the Veneration of the Cross. Parishioners will be invited to pick up a vo-
tive candle at the back of the church and place it by the large wooden cross, offering their private devotions.
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Easter, April 4 Today is the day for bright colors that celebrate new life! Jesus Christ is risen! Easter wor-
ship will be held at 8 and 10 am. An egg hunt for the children will follow the 10 a.m. service.

DIRECTORY UPDABEverly Johnson has moved to 1601 Huron, Elkhart, IN 46516.

PRAYER FOR OUR CHURCH
Tape it to your refrigerator or computer. Join others and say it once a day:
Lord, strengthen our church. Grow the body of Christ of St. John of the Cross. Amen.

BLOOD DONORS WANTED

If you would like to do something for your community, think about giving blood at Elkhart General Blood
Donor Center 5746233329 or 88852-5663. There is a great need for all types of blood, all the tifrtes
takes less than an hour and blood donors have parking spaces ip&kkh garageThis is an easy gift to
give and you never know whose life you might be saving.

Cindy KeckA blood donor
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GOING GREEN IN 201Belps our earth which God gave to us!

Electricity from burning coal causes pollution which in turn raises your energyHikscost of our electricity
depends on where we live, how much we use and possibly when we Ugeibus energy suckei@e any

items onstandby¢ computers, TVs, DVD players, stereos, €et a power strip and just turn them off!

1. Unplugelectronics and underutilized appliances when not in udeControl the temperature in your

home. Use ceiling fans instead of your AC. Weatherize yourhotel ¥ & 2dz (GdzNy Al 2y =
off - the light switch.Use compact fluorescent light bulbg. Conserve water heatUse the dishwasher
without the heat cycle; wash clothes in cold watéfse these appliances plus your dryer at off peak times
morning and eveningGo green!
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CROSSINGS DEADLINE

Thedeadlinefor the next issue of Crossings is Friday, March 19 at midnight. Please send all articles for
submission tavildbeans@gmail.com

SUNDAY SCHOOL CORNER
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and his 40 days and nights fasting in the desert and being tempted by Satan. We made sand paintings for o
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The next stop on our journey was the village of Cana, where Jesus performed his first miracle of turning wat
into wine. In keeping with the celebration (dress up) theme, the children chose to either make jewelry by strir
ing beads in patterns, or decorate a fabric sash in a unique pattern. We also have a snack time during our le
time. The children take turns saying grace prior to eating and are eager to take their turn saying the grace. H
off to all you parents who have taught them to pray before meals!

Skip Barnett taught the class in January with a focus on Jesus as the Good Shepherd. The class stuflied the
talkfyY FYR RAR aSOSNIf ONBFGAGS LINRP2SO0Ga& FNRdzyR
curriculum will be leading the kids up to Easter. Liz Hartzell continues to teach the nursery class each Sunda
They are working on sharing and listening skills and will also be learning about Easter during March.

ALTAR GUILD NEWS

Easter Flowers Envelopes and donation forms have been placed in the pews and on the table in fellowship h
for donations in memory of loved ones and your thanksgivings.

Saturday March 20th Cleaning day 10 AM
Saturday March 27th Set up lilies

FOOD PANTRY THANK YOU

| would like to thank all the membevgho volunteered at the Bristol Pantry in the month of February.
Your hard work was greatly appreciated.

Thanks again Judy Streeter
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Page 6

LISTEN
When | call on you, Lord
And ask for your care,
Help me to listen
For your answer to prayer.

And then recognize
The answer You give.
Then, use it to change

The way that I live.

| know you can solve
lye LINRPOfSY LQ@S
And You know the answer

Even though | do not.

ncke Supper

snrove Tuesday P

And help me to see
How to know and to use
Answers given to me!

By Jan Riley
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SPOTLIGHT ON KIDS

Each month we are going to feature one of our Sunday scho
kids. The first name drawn was DEVIN CRISHON CALLAN

Devin lives in Elkhart with his grandmother, Vicki Linn. He is
the 5" grade at Jimtown School. Devin has a birthday coming
soort on March 18 he will be twelve years old. He was eage
to tell us some of his favorite things. His favorite color is blue
favorite TV show iBrake and Jostand his favorite foods are
FLILX Sax LATTEFEEZ FYyR | LILXS LA
math. When he gets home from school, Devin can usually be
found outdoors playing football with his friends. When asked
GKFEG KS ¢g2dzZ R tA1S dzaa (2 1Y
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people are nice to him and very friendly. We are glad to have
Devin as a member of our parish family.

American Red Cross Disaster Relief Training participants:

In photo from left to right: Laura Barnett, Linda Nelson, American Red Cross Executive Direc-

tor/Elkhart County, Bob Evans, Dave Streeter, Bob Dixon, Julie Streeter, Jon Smoker, Jerry McCarthy,
Anne Raftree, Bev Johnson. Three other people who were part of the training group but were not in

the photo are Cindy Dixon, Chuck Hartzell and Ross Miller.



